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Pillars of victory

Built, in 917 A.D-, by Miga-
dhippa the Great, on his suc-
cession to the throne of Han-
thawadi, over the relics of the
Buddha and his disciples.

The plinth represents Mount
Meru and is composed of five
tiers, each guardedly Nagas,
Garudas, KumbHandas and
Gandhabbas respective!*.

The Kalyani inscription is situa-
ted at Zaing-ga-naing, the
western suburb of the town of
Pes:u. When whole, the
average dimensions of the ten
stones were about 7 feet high,
4 feet 2 inches wide and I foot
3 inches thick. There are 70
lines of text to each face, and
three letters to nn inch, The
language of the fir^t three
stones is Pah-, and that of the
remaining seven is Talaing,
being a translation of the Pali
text. This inscription was
erected by Uhammacheti or
Ramfidhipati, King of Pegu,

1 5n 1476 A.D., in commemora-
tion of the consecration, by
Talaing Monks, who had
returned from Ceylon, of a
them or hall for the proper
ordination of Buddhist monks
in Burma.

A little to the north-east of the
Shwehmawdaw Pagoda is a
small hill, fabled to have been
the resting place of two hamsa
birds (Brahroani duckj, when
the region about Pegu was
under the sea. At the foot of
this hill are two octagonal
pillars of fine granite. The
length of one is about xi feet/
and that of the other about 5.
They bear no inscriptions, but
a tradition is current that they
were erected by Kala or
Indians, who subsequently
claimed the country as their
own by virtue of pre*occupa*
tion, and that they were
driven out by a Talaing